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Goulemn, 


Think there is no Perſon, who is impartial and 
unprejudic'd, but muſt needs ſee, that there 
are ſeveral Oppreſſions under the Sun, which 

might, with great Eaſe, be remedied. 
'Tis a plain Caſe, that Juſtice is not equally di- 
ſtributed, and that the native Rights and Privileges 
of Mankind ſtand not upon an equal Foot. Shew me 
that Government where they do, & eris mihi mag- 
ms e Apollo. 45 1 1:7 1 
Some ſhall be entituled to all the Advantages the 
' Conſtitution can afford 'em, howſoever unfit or 
unqualified for ſuch Pofts ; and others depriv'd of 
dem, tho' qualified with Integrity and Ability, the 
beſt Recommendations Men can have. 
I believe it will be granted me, that there are fome 
Privileges belonging to human Nature, which can- 
not be forfeited, any other way than by Mankind's 
putting themſelves into a State of War, which is 
the Caſe of an Highway man, who publiſhes himſelf 
a Tyrant, and an Enemy to all Society. | 
Such as theſe having broke through the Rules of 
all Civil Government, have forfeited their Right 
of Living, and conſequently all other Privileges. 
But a Man cannot give up that Right he has 
to Judge for himſelf ; nor can he properly be 
ſaid to believe, or disbelieve any thing about 
which he has not employed his Reaſon or Jadg- 
ment, That a Man ſhould have this Privilege is 
very reaſonable ; for in Truth, todiveſt him of it 
would be to take away his Title to Manhood, or his 
Power of Reaſoning, which is much the — | 
oat 4 A 2 —— 


[ 4 ] 

The End or Deſign of Civil Government is, To 
maintain the Rights of the Governed; To defend 
them from being invaded by Foreigners, and com- 
mon Enemies, by making and executing ſuch 
Laws as may prevent Confuſion, diſtinguiſh Mens 
Properties one from another, and protect them 
from any Abridgement in the poſſeſſion of 'em. 
And hs the Magiſtrate, in the Execution of the 
Law, will be a Terror to Evil . but a Praiſe 
to them that do well. 

I imagine, then, what I am going to require, 8 
very reaſonable Poſtulatum, ſc. That Perſons beha- 
ving themſelves agreeable to the Laws of ſuch a 
Conſtitution before defin'd, are both by the Laws 


oOf Nature, and the Society, entituled to all the Ad- 


vantages of the Society, that their Capacities, 
either by Nature, Learning, or Eſtate, may give 
*em, and have a Right to enjoy any place of Power, 
Truſt, or Profit, which the Government i in 
juſtice to beſtow upon them. 

From hence I have this Corollary, ſe. That no 
Diſtinctions of Religion, no Denominations whatſo- 
ever, can be a juſt or equitable Bar to a Man's En- 
joyment of the Advantages aforeſaid, provided he 
believes the Being of a God, and can be obliged by 
an Oath. 

I ſay, obliged by an Oath, becauſe that holy Fa- 
ther of Rome has got a Way of abſolving Men from 
their Oaths: He teaches his Diſciples, That *tis 
lawful, for the Promotion of their Religion, to deny 
God Almighty, to renounce all Honour, Morality, 
and Sincerity. I cannot indeed ſee how the Pa- 
piſts, who are wicked upon Principle, can be truſted 
in a Proteſtant Government in any part whatſoever; 5 
becauſe their Religion teaches, that no Faith 1 is to 
be kept with Hereticks, no farther than 1s for the 
Good of the Church: | 


He 


[5] 

He therefore that leads a peaceable and quiet 
Life, under the Goyernment of a Proteſtant Prince, 
has, without doubt, a very equitable Claim to the 
Advantages of that Government, not only for the 
Protection of his Property; and if he is really 

by his Abilities qualified, he has a Right to ſerve 
his King and Country, in ſuch Poſt or. Poſts as 
On ſhall think fit to confer upon him. 

By qualified, I mean a Man of Integrity, Rune 
as and Good Nature, one that's really honeſt, 
and will be true to that Truſt his King and Country 
may repoſe in him. And alſo a Man of ſuch Capa- 
cities, with reſpect to his Underſtanding, Learning, 

Fortune, or Quality, as the Nature of thoſe Poſts 
he is in, require. | 
Could we have ſuch a Conduft as this, I oicrade 
my ſelf weſhould have few promoted but Men of true 
Merit : And what would the happy Conſequence of 
this be, but the making a Nation truly formidable 
abroad, and ſecuring a Government at home from 
being betrayed into the Hands of ſuch, who never 
think themſelves ſafe, but when they are Dragooning 
their Neighbours, imagining, becauſe they themſelves 
deſign to cut Throats, others deſign to cut theirs. 
All unnatural Rebellions would be prevented; nor 
would there be any Occaſion for a ſtanding Army, 
(otherwiſe neceſſary) as we thall ſee more at large 
hereafter, 

Another thing which 1 alſo think a reaſonable Po- 
ſtulatum, is, That the Civil Power has nothing to 
do with Matters of Revealed Religion ; becauſe the 
principal Doctrines of that Inſtitution can be em- 
braced upon no other Foundation than Divine Evi- 
dence; and the poſitive Laws thereof, are altoge- 
ther dependant on the Will of the Law-giver Jeſus 
Chriſt, ſo that no poſitive Laws can be added by any 
Power whatſoever, but the. ſame that gave the "firs 


7 Nor 
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Nor is it rexſbintie that the Magiſtrate ſhould hive 


ſach a Power, becauſe no Man can be made to be- 
heve a Thing by the Sword or the Civil Power, of 
which his Underſtanding is not convinced, any more 
than he can believe the greateſt Contradiction in 
Nature. For Belief is brought abbut by reaſoning 
with a Perſon, and producing ſuch Evidences of 
the Truth of what s laid, as \petfivades the Mind 
to aſſent to it. 

It would be a very bad enn dds of 


the Chriſtian 5 if it ſtood in need of the 


Civil Power to make its Proſelytes ; tis a very odd 
way of convincing a Man's Reaſon, for the Magi- 
| ſtrate to hold the Sword over him, and fay, this 
you ſhall believe, or elſe expett to feel the weight 


of my Authority. Nor is it leſs derogatory from 


the Honour and Dignity of that Inftitution, to 
make the Conformity to any external Forms of 
Worſhip, tho? agreed on, by the Civil Power, or 
by the Legiſlative Authority, neceſſary to the De- 


fence of the Church of Chriſt; becauſe ſuch poſitive | 


Laws cannot be enjoyn'd without evading our Savi- 
our's Prerogative of Lawgiver ; if it be ſaid, that 
this Authority is only imploy'd in Matters indiffe- 
rent: I anſwer, that the Injunction of em make 
'em no longer "indifferent, but neceſſary. In m 


Opinion it is alſo as dangerous to the State, to be 


ſo bold with any of our Saviour's Inſtitutions, as to 
make em ſerve political Ends only: For by that 
means the Hands of the moſt ſerviceable Men in the 
Society may be ty d, when there are the moſt preſ- 
occaſions for em, and an Opportunity given to 
ill deſigning Men to ſubvert the Conſtitution : And 
then, who would have thought it! 
But to inſiſt no longer on Generals. What ki 
| been ſaid may give me a fair occaſion to try, if I can 
* repreſent the Caſe of the Proteſtant Diſſenters 
in 


land, his Majeſty 28 


7 
in England. No Body I think (except Bigats and 
in r deny, but that there is a very reaſona- 


ble P N 'em; and I can ſcarce per. 


ſwade my ſelf, but all Men who! are in the Intereſt 
of King GEORGE and their Country, will-not- on- 
ly ſee how unreaſonable it is, That their Hands 
Id be ſo chain d, but, alſo ſee the Neceſſity of 


remqying their Shackles, for N Preſervation of 


our Happy Conſtitution, ' 

1 hat 83 — attempt briefly. * date the 
Hardſhips they lie under. And then prove, 

That no real, Inconvenience can accrue to- the 
Church of England, hy the removal of em 

| Laſtly, The ſeeming Neceſfity, (as — 
now. circumſtane d). as well as — to repeal 
Ho: Laws that are now in forge againſt em, being 

much deſign d againſt the nene - 

Kale cy the Diffenters,. | 

The firſt Pat f my Task, 1 imagine will be ve⸗ 
ry eaſie, ſc. That the Proteſtant Biff enters in Eng- 
good Subjects, —— under fever 
ral Hardſhips: * gr x L hope will be a worms ny 

POlogy y for this Repreſentation. 1 0 8 

The firſt Thing that occurs is, the Infri 

of their ri Sava by the Teſt Act. For tho' chat 
AC was originally defign'd againſt Popiſh Recuſams 
only, it is now das to the Proteſtant Diſſenters ⁊ 
What then they. complain of is, that tho? they 
give equal, if not a better Proof of their being Pro- 
teſtants, than the Majority ofthe Eftabliſh'd Church, 
yet by this Law. they are made Papiſts, whether 
they will or no, tho both their Dofarine and Beha- 
viour ſhew their utmoſt Deteſtation of that Reli- 
8 

I would willingly avoid falling into the Merits of 
the Cauſe, whether it be lawful or unlawful, to- 
_ the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper a Tel. 

e 


1681 
reti. But this l verily be lie e, no one will be ſo pro- 
fane, as to aſſert that our Saviour ever deſign'd it ſo. 
And therefore I cannot ſee how the Divines of the 
Church of England, can value chis Act, as the great 
Bulwark of their Church; when they mut know in 
their Conſciences, that to adminiſter the Sacrament 


as a Civil Teft is a vile Proſtitution of it, and 
contrary to the very Nature and Deſign of the Go- 


ſpel Inftitution. For by this bin "tis made a Co- 
vert for breaking vf 4 Moral Precept, ſc. * ” would 
that others ſhould do unto you, ſo o 4 You unt 

Nor can the Sacrament's bein Nadmnired as a 
Civil Teſt anſwer any good End, either with Re- 
ſpect to the Conſtitution or Religion. ee 
As tothe Conſtiturion, tis reaſonable to believe 
that thoſe People who will have no regard to an 
Oath ſolemnly taken before a Magiſtrate, will have 
little regard, to what they do at the Altar: If a 
Man cannot be obliged to obe true to the Govern- 
merit by the Oaths he takes to it ; he can never be 
laid under higher Obligations by receiving the Sa- 


erament : And certainly there cannot be a higher 


Ack of Religion than a ſolemn Appeal to Heaven, 
which is in the Nature of an Oath ; if that will not 
oblige People, nothing elſe can; and therefore the 
facramental Teſt anſwers no 800d End at al) with 
Refpect to the Conſtitution. 
Nor can it anſwer any religious End, bechiſe 
Men are forc'd to take it; a great many would ra- 
ther let it alone than receive it, only their Bread 
depends upon it. Others make a Jeſt of it, and de- 
clare they mean nothing by it, but only to eat a 
bit of Bread, and drink a Glaſs of Wine with the 
Parſon (which People may call receiving the Sacra-- 
ment if they pleaſe) for no other Purpoſe, than ta 


_ themſelves for ſuch Places or Poſts that 
offer. 


Is 


S Thug CYST e 
N o 
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Is not ue en to the C-—h of E-—-4, that 


PP a wicked proſtitution of one of out david d 


poſitive Laws ſhould be practis d with ſo much Zeal? 


What Inſtanees can we find even in Fopiſb Countrys, 


that their Maſs is made a Civil Teſt? No, The Prieſts 
would think it a Profanation of the Hoſt. Let it 
bs then recorded, that only in E land, to gratifie 


the High- Church Clergy, this Prackiſe is encourag d, 
and made neceſſary for the leaſt Commiſſion under 


the Government, An impartial judge will eaſily 
be convined of the Hardſhips the Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters labour under on this Account, when even 
ſome of the Members of the Church of England, 
ſcruple taking the Lord's Supper as à Sacramental 
Teſt. If then every Man has a native Right to 
chuſe his Religion, ot what Denomination he will 
be of, believing that he muſt anſwer for himſelf at 
the laſt Day, and not the Magiſtrate nor the Par- 
ſon for him; and is to be bound by Oaths to the 
Government, (no Principle of his Religion teaching 


him that he may break his Oaths with Impunity) 


Then the Diſſenters may juſt! 1 of Hard- 


ſhips from rn. Teſt Act, becauſe they have as Native 


aRight to any Poſts the — may beſtow up- 
on *em, as thoſe of the Eſtabliſhment, but by that 


Act they are depriv'd of em. 


Yet as this would not effectually anſwer the Ends 
of ſome ill deſigning Men, becauſe ſome Diſſent er- 


did qualifie themſelves for Places (they had other- 
wiſe a juſt and natural Right to) by communica- 


ting with the Church of England ; Therefore to 
prevent this, the Occaſional Conformity Bill was 
brought into Parliament, and paſt into a Law, where- 
by great Penalties are laid upon any Juſtice of the 
Peace, Mayor, Alderman, &c. that goeth to a Diſ- 
ſenting Meeting, after having accepted of any ſuch 


Poſts. 


FT 


10 1 
If this be not Perſecution, I know not "RR may 
be deem'd fo ! And will the Apoſtolick Church > 
England be willing to be calꝰd a perſecuting Church? 
If it be ſaid, what have the Diſſenters to do with 
ſuch Places? Tanſwer as before, they have as much 
Right to em, as thoſe of the Eftabliſhment, when 
choſen by the Government, or their Country ; If 
not, what I may reaſonably require is, that the 
Church of England will prove her ſelf infallible; ; 
if ſhe is not, then tis very abſurd to lay People 
-under ſevere Penalties, | — they do not go to 
a Church where they may be miſtaken. 
Is it not a ſhame, that a Man may g0 to o Baudy- 
Houſes, — may Blaſplieme, go to Maſs, 
be guilty of all manner of Imamyeality,” and yet be 
agaualified for a Magiſtrate; but if he gos to a Meet- 
8 Proteſt ant Diſſenters, is a ſober, pious, ho- 
neſt Man, rg 1s, ipſo fatto, diſqualified for doing his 
Country Service: Whar the. Deſign of High- 
Church was by this Law, any Body may now fee. 
Which I ſhall endeavour to — more fully ap- 
Pear, in the Sequel of the Argument. : 
"Laſtly, The Schiſm Ack is a very great Hardfhip 
upon the Diſſenters, in which one may ſee the con- 
ſummate Malice of an A—b'—y, as well as a De- 
ſign to fix a Popiſh Pretender upon the Throne of 
theſe Realms. 
The 'Diſſenters by this AR muſt not have their 
Children taught Latin or Greek by any but Church- 
men, nor muſt a Diſſenter deal in a little Greek, or 
Latin, by inſtructing any in thoſe Languages, tho? his 
Bread depends upon that Buſineſs. I appeal to all 
Mankind, if this is riot down-right Perſecution, 
and a Contradiction to all the Rules of Morality and 
Chriſtianity, yet ſo muſt the Church be ſecur'd. 
l will not trouble my ſelf nor the Reader, with a 
Diſcourſe about Schiſm, but 'tis very probable — 
5 0 


Ln 
of our then Senators underſtood not the meaning of 
that hard Word, when they paſt the Bill. It was 
enough, that it was ſomething that would pleaſe 


the Preiſts, do damage to the Diſſenters, and ſo far 
clear the Way for the Pretender and Popery. 


*Tis therefore a very great Hardſhip upon the 
Diſſenters, that they muſt not have the Educarion 
of their own Children, or that none of em may ſell 


Latin or Greek without being guilty of Schiſm ; do's 

it not make the High Church Character tally witch 

that of Antichriſt, that none were ſuffer d to buy | 
or ſell, but ſuch as had the Mark of the Beaſt i in 
their Foreheads, A 


Upon the whole, it is a very great Hardſhip to 


be liable to be choſen into any Office of Charge; 
as for Example, that of Sheriff of London, when at 
the ſame Time thoſe that chuſe, know that the 


Man cannot qualifie himſelf, and therefore muſt 
Fine : So that by this Law, here is an Opportunity 
= to Men of ill Principles to pick ſuch of the 
Diſſent ers Pockets, whoſe Eſtates may qualife em 
for thę Office above · mention d. | 

If what I have mention'd be not Hardſhips, I 
know not what can be call'd ſo. And here again I 
appeal to all Men of Senſe, whether the Church of 


England, who owns her ſelf fallible, do's not per- 


ſecute the Diſſenters for the ſake of their Conſcien- 
ces? How conſiſtent it is for a fallible Church to 


perſecute thoſe who for any. Thing they know may 


be in the right: How agreeable ſuch a Tenor is 


to Chriſtianity, I ſubmit to Judgment. 


The next Thing I am to attempt is this, that 


no real Inconveniences can accrue to the Eftabliſh'd 
Church, by the removal of thoſe Hardſhips above- 


mention · d. 
It can be no Advantage to a Chriſtian Church to 
have the Power of perſecuting others, for Truth 
B 2 can 


: [ 14 ] | 
can never be promoted that way; therefore to take 
off thoſe Clogs from the Diſſent ers, can be ſo far no 


Damage to the Church of England, if the is a 
Chriſtian Church; nor to her Clergy, if they have 


no other Deſign in view, than purely the Propaga- 

tion of the Goſpel, Morality and good Humour. 
They will continue to have that Power, which our 
Saviour has really given to his Miniſters, more than 
which no Eccleſiaſtick can juſtly claim, - ſc. To 
perſwade Men by good and ſubſtantial Arguments, 
that Jeſus is the Chriſt and our Saviour; and by 
their ſober, pious Lives and Converſations, inſtruct 

'em to lead peaceable and quiet Lives in all Godli- 
neſs and Honeſty. . „ rl nn 


But if the Clergy call in the Aſſiſtance of the Cit | 
vil Magiſtrate to propagate Chriſtianity by the Im- 


poſition of it, or Perſecution for Non-Compliance, 
we may depend on't, they have other Deſigns in 
Hand than what they pretend to, and are ſtudying 


to aggrandize themſelves, and not the Truth, The 


Clergy therefore of the Church of England can ſuf. 
fer no real Inconveniencies, by the removal of theſe 
Hardſhips under which the Di ſſenters labour; be- 
cauſe they have the ſame Opportunity to argue and 
reaſon with Men, to perſwade 'em of the Truth 
and Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, and to ſhew em 
good Examples by the Conduct of their Lives. 
Can it be any detriment to Truth, if there be 
no worldly Intereſt to biaſs People in her Favour ? 
If the Clergy then ſhould argue againſt the remo- 


val of theſe Clogs before-mention'd, it muſt appear 


to all Men of Senſe, that they are afraid of their 
Cauſe, and that they dare not ſet People at Liberty 
to judge for themſelves, by ſetting the Chriſtian 
Religion upon ſuch a Foot, as our Saviour and his 
Apoſtles left it, ſc. no worldly Intereſt whatſoever 
biaſs'd People in Favour of it then; but they believ'd 


it, 
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it, becauſe their Judgments were convine'd of is 


Truth; and upon ſuch Evidences as carried em a- 


bove the Fear of human Laws, and the Edifts of 
the Roman- Emperors. | 
Again, theſe Clogs may be taken off the Diſſen- 
ters, without doing any Damage to the Eftabliſh'd 
Church, ſo long as her Conſtitution is not touch'd. 
She has all her Biſhops, and all thoſe Orders and. 
Degrees of Men in her Service, her Canons require; 
there will be no breaking in upon her Revenue, her 
Clergy will loſe nothing that Way, by any Eaſe- 
ment that may be thought reaſonable to grant the 
Diſſenters. They generally, before the Schiſm- 
Bill paſt, contributed as generouſly, if not more, 
to the Lecturers in the Church of England, than thoſe 
of her own Communion, What Damage then can 


the Church ſuſtain by granting Liberty to all Pro- 


teſtants? What Diſadvantage to any Perſon or So- 
ciety, to do Juſtice, and fulfil the Law of Nature? 

If in reality the Clergy can never think the 
Church ſafe, but when they have it in their Power 


to oppreſs their 1 from ſuch an ill na- 


turꝛd Religion, Good Lord deliver us. 
If they deſire and deſign nothing but the ES 


tion of Chriſtiani and true Religion, they can ne- 


ver take it ill, if the Diſſenters are freed from their 


Perſecution, and that every Body is at Liberty to 


judge for himſelf; that ng is no worldly Inte- 
reſt to ſway a Man's Mind either one Way or ano- 
ther, but he chuſes Truth for Truth's Sake: This I 


. am ſure is the Way to make better Chriſtians and 


better Subjects than the Cant of Non. reſiſtance and 
abſolute Paſſive Obedience ever can do. Nor in- 
deed can we expect to ſee Religion made any Thing 
elſe but a Stalking-Horſe of. till ſuch Times as 
People embrace it for its own Sake, and not upon 
the Account of any worldly Intereſt. $ mY 
The 
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that the late Miniftry defign'd to introduce Popery 


a whole Dozen of Peers at a Time, gains 
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The laſt Thing I am to attempt in Favour of 
the Diſfenters is, the ſeeming Neceſſity (as Things 
are now circumftanc'd) as well as Juſtice to untie 
their Hands, for the Preſervation of our Conſtitu- 


tion under King GEORGE, | whom God long pre- 


ſerve. 
Tis a very plain Caſs to every confiderate Man, 
and the Pretender into England ; and in order to this 
had hook d into their Scheme the far great- 
eſt part of the Clergy ; the Hanover-Succeſſion was 
conſequently to be fe afide, and all Meaſures poſ- 


fible were concerted to accompliſh this Deſign, 


It was well known to that extraordinary Mini- 
ſtry, that the Proteſtant Diſſenters were inviolably 


attachꝭd to the illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover, nor 
could the Wheedle, Flattery, and Cant of their 


prime Minifter beat *em out of it. Therefore he 
vowed Revenge, and by Trick got the Occaſional 


Bill trumpt up, whilft the Whig Lords were buſi- 


ed to ſecure a Party calld Hanoverian Tories, to 


the Intereſt of the Nation in general ; and in Order 


to this gave em the Oceaſional Bill, as thinking it 


better to facrifice the 4m Difſenters, than that the 


whole Nation ſhoul deftroy'd. Ox — 
ſmelt the Deſign, and to —1 it claps u 


'em 
is End 
both Ways, and then laugh'd at ein all, If (gd 
he to the | Þiflenters ) you would haye come into 
by Meaſures, I would never have ſervd you thus, 
u may _ your Friends the Whigs for 

reſt Salon & „ and depend upon't they'll facri- 
bee you at any Time: Thus he inſulted, Not 
like a folid and true Stateſman, who ought to 
have conſulted Precedents in ſuch a Puſh, if there 
had been any; for he muſt have known other- 


wiſe, that Princes ought not to confer Honours 


. 
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upon thoſe who do not deſerve dem eichirby Ver- 
tue or Merit, Nor perhaps can Princes beftow 
Honours any other Way without Breach of Truſt; "% 
Which is fo true, That the contrary practice 
< was objected againft Vertig ern, the laſt and wolſt of 
the Britiſh Kings, as his greateſt Crime. That: for 
© this Reaſon he was look'd on as a Fountain of E- 
c vils, and no Prince ever acted more contrary to 
| © Royal Dignity and Greatneſs ; | becauſe he wiſlifiel 
| © the real Nobility of the Kingdom, and advanc'e 
; £ thoſe who were viler by their Vices than by their 
: Blood; and this made him hated by God and Man. 
This therefore was a very -confiderable Foint 
; gaind in Favour of the Pretender, and in 
7 dice of the Houſe of Hanover, For by this Means 
r | the Diſſenters could not inſtuence in Corporations 
þ 
2 


as they could before, and then ſrandalous 'Libets 
. were conſtantly publiffied againſt the Succeſſion in 
1 that Houſe, and thoſe who were the Authors of 
A dem were ſuffer'd-to go on with Impunity. 
0 The Parſons had got their Cue Allo, which 
r | wasto rail at the Diſſenters, and to perſwade the 
it people that if any Body brought 1 in the Pretender 
e it would be they; not telling em at the ſame time, 
4 who they deem m the Pretender ;, for all was mana- 
n ged by Querk, and double entendre, 
d This was the Way agreed on to introduce him 
d they called King James the Third: And to this end 
= they found it — to diſabie the Diſſenters, 
$ WR: were hearty . to — GEORGE, that 


or | Io wn — | — — — 
"i r 

ot * Sublimato eo copit lues oinnium ſcelerum ereſcere, ſæ- 
85 viebat ſcurrilis nequitia, odium veritatis, &c.-ut vas omni- 


um ſcelerum ſolus videretur Vortigernus, & quod max ime 
re regiæ Honeſtati contrarium eſti ; Nobiles deprimens,. & morj- 
r- bus & ſanguine ignobiles extollens, Deo k ominibas xfteltür 
we odioſus, Mat. Veſt. An. 446. 
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1 
— might meet with no Diſturbance from them in 
compliſhing their End. 
; we thus the High C Church had poſſeſt her ſelf of 
two ſtrong Fortreſſes againſt ſome of the beſt F riends 
of the Proteſtant Succeſſion, the Diſſenters, fe. the 
Teſt and Conformity Acts. 
But to make all . ſecure, and to ſhew their 
inveterate Hatred to the Houſe of Hanover, the 
Schiſm Bill was paſt ; by which they endeavour'd to 
prevent the Propagation of ſuch Principles as would 
make Men love the Proteſtant Religion, and hate 
Popery. In ſhort, all Notions: of Liberty wete to 
be buried, the Hierarchy was to have an . 
dant Power of the State; and Ignorance to be made 
the Mother of Devotion, by an Act of Conv n. 
The Proteſtant Diſſenters bore theſe Things with 
A becoming Temper of Mind, they took patiently 
the Inſults of the moſt rude Mobs, nothing could 
moeck their Zeal for the Proteſtant Succeſſion : They 
never went about to raiſe any-Riots or Tumults, but 
obey'd paſſively as the Clergy of the High Church | 
had preach'd ; for whenever one hears em trumpet- 1 
ing out that Dottrine, we may depend upor't it is 
for ſome Body elſe to Practiſe, for their parts they'll | 
: 
I 
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Rebel. The Diſſenters knew very well what the 
Deſigns of the Tory Miniſtry were, and as they had 
abjur'd the Pretender, ſo they pray'd God to pre- 
vent his Deſigns, and that the Schemes of his Abet- 
tors and Adherents might be confounded, n 

'Tis true one would have thought, the Sudden- 
neſs of the late Q-—n's Death, and the peaceable 
Acceſſion of King GEORGE to the Throne of theſe 
Realms, might have over-turn'd all their Meaſures ; 
but they were not diſcourag'd. 
No ſooner did the Parliament begin to ſearch in- 
.to their Managements, but the Mask was thrown 
| off, Riots and Tumults were rais'd almoſt through- 
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out the Kingdom, and firſt they began with the Pi 


ſent ers, by pulling down their Meeting Houſes, *Tis 


a plain Caſe their Malice was at King GEORGE, 
and the Diſſenters were to ſuffer, becauſe they were 
firm to his Intereſt. I; 
The High Church Clergy were fo farfromdiſcou- 
raging the Mob from making theſe Tumults, that they 
perſwaded them ſuch Practices were the beſt Eviden- 
ces they could give of their being good Church-men. 
The Papiſts and Jacobites took Care to place ſuch 
of their Tools as were thought proper among em, 


and by diſtributing Money, incourag'd *em in their 
Treaſons: So that they raiPd openly at the King 


and Government; thus they went on for ſome 
Time, and had their deſir'd Succeſs. 

By this it appears, that in order to introduce Po- 
pery and the Pretender, the Diſſenters were to be ſa- 
crific'd ; tis plain this was their Scheme. 


As their Deſign was againſt the King through the 


poor Diſſenters, ſo now that Mask being alſo thrown 
aſide, nothing would ſatisſie em but dethroning of 


him, and extirpating his Family; and theſe were 


the Arguments to incourage em; ſc. The Hands 
of his Friends the Diſſenters are tied, the People 
in general are ripe for a Rebellion, the Soldiery 
are corrupted and bribed into their Favour, and 
nothing now remains but to proſecute their Mea- 
ſures. VVV; 5 
Accordingly Riots and Tumults advanc'd into an 
actual Rebellion, in which none were concern'd 
but High Church and Papiſts. 
Here then we have a clear Explication of Inde- 


feaſible Hereditary Right, we now know what the 


Meaning of the Danger of the Church is, we ſee 
the true Intent of Non-Reſiſtance and Paſſive Obe- 
dience, as alſo what the Deſign of the Conformity 
and Schiſm Acts was. 5 2 Sh 
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One would think we have here a ſubſtantial Proof, 
how far the Sacramental Teft will oblige People to 
be true to the Government; the Principal of the 

| Rebels, the E. of Mar (who made a very good Se- 
cretary of State during the late Miniſtry) ſwore Al- 
legiance to King GEORGE, and took the Teſt to 
qualifie himſelf for Poſts of Honour 3 Mar always 
profeſt himſelf a High-Church Man, yet he is now 
in actual Rebellion, and tells the World, he has 
gain'd the Opportunity he has been longing for this 
Six and Twenty Years, 

The Diſſenters indeed can be obliged by their 
Oaths, but the High-Church Party can be obliged 
neither by Oaths nor Sacraments ; looking upon the 
Lom-Church and Whiggs, as the Papiſts do upon thoſe 
they call Hereticks, {c. That no Faith i to be kept 
with em 
"I = enotgh to procure the High- Church Clergy 
a noble Character, when a Man ſhall hear em in 
Publick ſay Prayers for King GEORGE, but come 
into Converſation with em, and pretend but to be 
of their Party, and the n tell you they believe 

King GEORGE is an Ui urper; tho? they dare not 
ſpeak out, yet one may find em well Wiſhers to 
| Mar's Unnatural Rebellion, becauſe they are al- 
ways magnifying his Succeſs. 

Upon the whole I think it is plain, that no Truſt 
or Confidence can be put in the High-Church Par- 

ty, of which Party I believe I may modeſtly y fay, 
are Three Parts in Four of the Clergy: They'll 
ſwear and forſwear, preach Paſſive Obedience to 
Princes, and the next Moment rebel ; take the Sa- 
crament one Day, and the next deny their God; 
make a noiſe of Religion, and under that Covert, 

break all the Laws of Morality and Society. No- 
thing will -ſatisfie their Clergy, but a Power inde- 
pendant of the Government nor any Thing their 
— 


Laiety, leſs than a Popiſh Prince, Arbitra 


| ſ 19 1 | 

| Power 
and Slavery; one would almoſt wiſn theſe People 
felt what they are ſtriving after, or that they were 
in the uttermoſt Parts of the Earth, under the Go- 
vernment of their Prieſts and Popiſh Baſtard. 
 *Tisno wonder, if theſe Men will take the Sacra- 
ment, ſolemn Oaths, and whatſoever elſe is put to 
'em, ſince they are ſo abandon'd to all manner of 
Wickedneſs under the Mask of Religion, and Zeal 
for the Church: And from hence have contriv'd 
Evaſions from the Sanction of Oaths, and are ſuch 


looſe Divines, as to tell the People, that Oaths im- 


pos'd by Governours, are no more binding than an 
Oath impos'd by an High-way-man ; whereas an 
Oath (as was ſaid before) by all the ſober Part of 
Mankind, has been look'd upon as the moſt ſolemn 
Tye in the World. And they who have not aban- 
don'd Conſcience, ſo far revere an Oath, that they 
think that thoſe very Oaths which are moſt unjuſtly 
1mpos'd, ought to be religiouſly obſery'd. Julius 
Ceſar, when he had been taken by Pirates, and af- 

terwards upon his ſolemn Word ſet at Liberty, caus'd 
the Ranſom he had promis'd to be paid to em; and 
he had not the Advantage of having the Principles 
of revealed Religion to act upon. The Gibeonites 
were an accurs d Nation, whom Joſhua was command- 
ed to deſtroy; and tho they by impudent Lies and 
moſt tricking Impoſture engag'd him to make a 
League with them, which that General ought not 
to have done; but the League being made, it muſt 

be perform'd, and therefore he did not only ſpare 
but defend them, and the Action was approv'd by 

God; nay, when Saul afterwards by a prepoſterous 
Zeal broke that very League, the Divine Anger for 

that breach of Faith could not be appeagd, but by 


the Death of Seven of his Children. 


'Tis farther evident, that the High Church Cler- 
5 C 2 gy 
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gy and the leading Men of that Party, have corrupt- 


ed the generality of the People, ſo that we ſee His 


Majeſty was forc'd to call for the Affifiance of his 


good Allies the States General, to quell this unnatu- 


ral Rebellion. 
| I believe it may be made lain, that the occaſion 
of this barbarous Rebellion, or that which gave the 
handle for it, was, the Umbrage taken at the Teſt, 


the Occaſional Conformity and Schiſm Acts. Or 


ſince the Papiſts and High Church have made ſuch a 


Rebellion, if the Hands of the Diſſenters had been at 


Liberty, we had had no occaſion for the Dutch For- 
ces, and conſequently ſhould have ſecur'd the Ho- | 


nour of our Country. 

*Tisa very hard Caſe, that King GEORGE muſt 
be deny'd the Aſſiſtance ofthoſe of his Subjetts, that 
he knows will be faithful to him, and ftand by him 
to the laſt drop of Blood ; and that thoſe who are his 
Enemies muſt be complemented with Places of 
Truft, whilſt the High Church Clergy are ſetting 
their Wits to work to inſtruct *em how they may 
ſwear to the Government, and yet be under no Ob- 
ligations to it. 

Does not this ſhew ſomething of the Neceſſity 
there is to take off theſe Shackles from the Hands of 
the Diſſenters? For, in ſhort, ſuch is the Caſe, that 
there are ſcarce Men to be found in Corporations 
that are honeſt and faithful to King GEORGE, to 
fill thoſe Places under the Influence of which their 
peaceable and quiet Government depends. 

Muſt the High Church Faction always have it in 
their Power to raiſe Riots, Tumults and Rebellions? 
Muſt they always have the Men of Power and Influ- 


ence on their ſide? I ask any impartial Man, whe- 


ther he thinks the Proteſtant Diſſenters who love 
King GEORGE, or High Church Men who have 
declar'd for the Pretender, beſt qualified to ſerve his 

Majeſty 
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E 
Majeſty and the Conſtitution? Do's it not then ſeem 
neceſſary that Liberty ſhould be granted to all ho- 
neſt Men, and that no Clogs remain to hinder any 
from being ſerviceable to the Government. 
Muſt the King be obliged to maintain a Standing 
Army to keep High Church in awe? If he is, we may 
thank High Church for it, as well as for this unna- 
tural Rebellion; and yet the Clergy will be the firſt 
tocry out againſt ſuch an Army. So that by this 
means, they would bring the King into a fine Di- 


lemma, /c. He muſt neither untie the Hands of the 


Diſſenters, whom he knows would protect him; nor 


- | muſt he keep a Standing Army to prevent the mea- 


ſures of High Church, whom he knows would ruin 
him, and all the Royal Family. I Se 
Can any Body ſhew me a Diſſenter, either Presby- 


| terian, Anabaptiſt, Independent or Quaker, that has 


been taken in this wicked Rebellion ! Can any Man 
point me out one, that has ever been heard ſo much 
as to ſpeak contemptibly of the Government ? Are 
there any of their Miniſters, that have ſcandalouſly 


_ evaded praying for King GEORGE, by telling the 


People they are commanded to pray ſo and ſo? 
And is there nothing to be ſaid for em, why they 
ſhould be egs'd of their Burthens? Do's it not ſeem 
juſt, as well as neceſſary, that they ſhould be relie- 
ved? Popery, whenever it was defign'd to be intro- 
duc'd, began with perſecuting the Diſſenters. And 
tho? they were call'd Papiſts, Atheiſts and Fanaticks, 
in the late Adminiſtration; 'tis now a plain Caſe, 


that High Church Men are all thoſe, /c. Papiſts, A- 


theiſts, and Fanaticks. | 

I am ſenſible, if the King and Parliament ſhould 
think fit to relieve the Diſſent ers, theſe would be 
the Men that would firſt complain, and tell the Peo- 
ple a diſmal Story of the Danger of the Church, tho 


one would think as the Clergy have already drawn a 


great 
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reat many into Halters by their Cant, and Abundance 
f their Friends are going the ſame Way, and thatin a 
very little Time, People would be at laſt cautious how 
h do believe em again: Why then muſt fach Men 

as theſe, who wiſh Confufion to the King and all the Royal 
Family, be gratiſied and ſfooth'd, and at the ſame Time 
his Majeſty's beſt Subjects oppreſt ? I think therefore there 
is ſomething very juſt and reaſonable to be ſaid in Favour 
of the Diſſenters. ee e 
Io conclude, I ſubmit to the Judgment of all impar- 
tial Men, whether ſettling the Native Rights and Privi- 
leges of Mankind, upon an equal Foot, as the Law of 
Nature has left *em, is not the Way to make better Sub- 
jets, and conſequently the Government more eaſy and 
flouriſhing, than by an imaginary ſecuring the Church 
by Teſt, Occaſional Conformity, and Schiſm Acts. 


The bleſſed Fruits the Conſtitution has reaped. from 


theſe Laws, have been inteſtine and unnatural Quarrels : 
The Popiſh Factions, abroad and at home, have concei- 
ved ſtrong Hopes from 'em, to eſtabliſh their Religion 
with all its wholeſome Severities and pious Fopperies, in 
England again. To this End, the Pretender flatter'd the 
Clergy with an independant Power, if they would ſet 
bim upon the Throne; this made all the High Church 
Clergy ſtrike into his Intereſt : This is plain, becauſe they 
perſwaded the People it was much better to be a Papiſt 
than a Presbyterian. And thus we had like to have had 
our Conſtitution, both in Church and State, overturn d. 
Men of the baleſt and moſt profligate Lives, were the 
hotteſt Men for the Laws above-mention'd, and for that 
Reaſon, tho' they had neither Honour, Religion, nor 
Conſcience, yet they were deem'd good Church - men. 
However the Church might be ſecur'd dy theſe Mea- 
ſures, tis a plain Caſe, the Hanover Succeſſion was in dan- 
ger by em, as is demonſtrated by the Riots and Rebelli- 
ns we have bac. | 
I therefore ſubmit to cur wiſe Legiſſitors, whether it 
it is not reaſonable to repeal thoſe Laws that were made 
with Detign to prevent King GEORGE's Acceſſion to 
the Crown of theſe Kingdoms ? Or whether thoſe Laws 
being now in Force, can make his Majeſty eaſy, which 
be knows were delign'd againſt his juſt Right and Dig, 
nity ? ab 8 5 
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I appeal n F [ 3 = h they 
I appeal now to all honeſt Clergymen where- ever 

are, ; hether it is not the beſt 112 ſureſt Way to make 
good Chriftians, when People have no other Temptation 
to embrace Religion, than for its own Sake; when there 
is no Place of Honour, Truſt, or Profit, to argu@a Man 
into this or the other Denomination ; when Men are left 
at Liberty to judge for themſelves, and no fecular Intereſt 
to biaſs em. I am ſare this is the Way to make honeſt 
Men and good Chriſtians, whereas.the other Way of 
making Chriſtians, ſc. by Teſt, Conformity and Schiſm 
Akts, is certainly the Method to make Hypocrites, and 
to fill both Church and State with People of no Religion 
nor Conſcience. CEE . 

I therefore conclude, that tis as bad as Poiſon to any 
Government, to give the Clergy any more Power than 
what our Saviour left em; and if they deſire more, they 
are ſo far Anti-Chriſtian : The Power he gave em (as I 
ſaid defore) was, to perſwade People by. Argument and 
good Senſe, into the Belief of the Chriſtian Religion, 
and by their pious Lives and Converſations, into the Pra- 
ctife of it. This I aver is the Extent of their Power; 
and as far as the Apoſtles were ſucceſsful or not ſucceſsful 
in this Way, fo far People were loos'd or bound in Hea- 
ven, Which I take to be the true Meaning of that Place 
of Scripture. 3 . Fo 

Our Saviour never dreamt of propagating the Goſpel 
by Teſt or Schiſm Acts, nor (as I ſaid before) by the 

Sword of the Magiſtrate ; arid therefore when the Clergy 
have been poſſeſt d more Power than our Saviour gave 


em, they have always imployed it to the worſt Purpoſes 


and Ends. 

The Devil having a great Spite at Chriſtianity, has 
been always ſounding the Word Power in the Ears of the 
Clergy and they being ſenſible of their own Merits, of 
their Learning and the Reverence due to their Cloath, 
they have imagin'd themſelves above all Men - and in 
ſhort, that there is ſomething attends em, which marks 
'em out for Heaven's Minions, Hence they have gone on 
to graſp at Power, and to dictate to the Conſciences of 
Men. But People of Underſtanding have eafily ſeen 
through the whole Farce, and the Clergy may blame 
themſelves for making Atheiſts and Deiſts. 


But 
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8 if the World I expect no Place. 
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Royal Family, and all their Friends: 
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1 + pat ne em to y Wi the e Poe went, 
1 | hat 20 be the Conſequences of it to any Goverqy 


z and the Deftruftion of that A ke. 
e rade. Where there is Bos | 
rade, 5 12 in general grow TIE, there the Ger 


Þ angry; but for all that, as I am a Aciſtian, Ly pd 
over of Humanity, I muff be a Hater of. Perſecution 
in ir its Branches, let it be in whaulir 


May God Althighty .preſerve Kin Og GEORGE, the | 
n 


the firſt, : 


aſon 12 70 neither 


iſh Clergy, nor any other, can endü re the DING 


M5 the Clergy get an unlawful Power, the, 
* ple out of their Eſtates, make the Church ric 
and theLaity poor, and then alls right with em; 20 
| ns gas the People are perſwa- 
1 _ ded they ha ve the Keys of Heaven and Hell at their Gir- 
dles, and that God Almighty is obliged to execute all their 
Sentences. Theſe are the bleſſed Effects of the Clergy "HE 
Uſurpations in Popiſh Countries, and no doubt, we 
mould fre the ſame Things here, but that our Gover-, 
nours are wiſer than to let the Clergy ruin the Church, 
Thus have I endea vour'd to give a fair Repreſentation 
ol the Hardſhips the Diſſenters labour under, and the 
ade Thare no Intereſt 
iew, but the Cauſe of 
Liberty, and the Good of wy Country, for I can * 


eat many 


ty, and where 


d for their C6 


O God, aſſwage their Malice, 
: Aud let 0 the ** r. 


